
The Five Themes of Geography

Å 5 ways geographers organize information 
about the earth and itôs people



The Five Themes:

1) Location ïWhere things ( human and natural) are on 
earth.  

Example: absolute vs. relative location



Location

ÅTwo ways to think about location:
1. absolute location ïExact position on the Earth. 

(latitude / longitude, map grid, address)

2. relative location ïexplains where a place is by 
describing places near it. (next toé, south ofé, 
across fromé)



2) Place ïWhat physical and human features are 
in a location.

ÅPhysical features:  mountains, plants, animals, 
climate (temp + weather), bodies of water

ÅHuman features: culture, religion, work, 
entertainment, government, ecté 



3) Human -Environment Interaction (HEI)

ÅHow people affect the physical environment.
Examples: (farming, mining, generating power, 
pollution, ecté)

ÅHumans change the environment.  How?

Three Gorges Dam, Yangtze RiverOpen pit mine, location unknown



ÅHow the environment affects people
examples:  natural disasters, climate change, disease, 
presence of natural resources, ecté)

ÅThe environment can determine the overall success of 
people.  How?

ÅAre humans a positive force in the environment?


